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Introduction 

Welcome to Aberdeen College Library+ online catalogue (OLIB WebView). You 

can use this system to search for any item at any Library+ site.  Access the 

catalogue from any PC with an Internet connection by following the link on the 

Abcol StudentNet front page or from within Blackboard. 

 

 

Searching the catalogue 

The menu on the left of the first page gives you a number of search options: 

Title/Author – use this if you know all or part of the title and /or the author. 

Keyword search - use this if you know a specific topic but not title or author. 

Subject search – use this to find out what is available in your subject area. 

DVDs & recordings – a keyword search for DVDs including TV recordings. 

Magazines – this is a keyword search for magazines only.  

e-books – a keyword search that will find only e-books. 

 

All of these search options are described in more detail on the following pages. 

New stock in each library for 
the previous month 

Search 
Options 

Log in to your 
account 

Quick search 
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Title/Author Searches 
 
Click on Title/Author in the left hand menu. 
 
Enter as much of the title as you know in the Start of title box. 

AND /OR: 
 

In the Author surname or 

corporate name box, enter the 

name of the author or as much 

of the name as you know.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wildcard searches   

If you are looking for a title containing a particular word but are unsure where the word 

appears type % in front of the word you know.  For example %internet will find all the 

titles containing internet not just those where the first word of the title is internet. 

Filtering searches 

You can limit your search results by using options at the bottom of the page.  

 

Your search can be filtered by publishing date, 

location or media type (e.g. DVD).  If you want to 

select more than one item from a list (e.g. DVD and 

Videos) press the ctrl key whilst selecting from the 

list.  

 

 

Once you have entered your search options, click on  . 
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Search Results 

Your results page will look something like this: 

 

 

Clicking the picture of a book may give you chapter headings or a summary like 

the example below. 

Number of results or hits 

Number of 
copies 

Click Author to 
find more 
works by that 
Author 

Click the title for more 
details 

Click the subject heading to 
see more works on that 
subject 
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From the hitlist, click the title link for further information about the book including 

Author or Editor, Date, Subjects, Location, Shelf mark and Loan status (i.e. 

whether it is available or on loan).   

 

Title records all contain links that take you to related items. For example if you 

click the Classmarks you will see a list of items at the same number (and 

therefore in the same subject area) or click the name of the author to see other 

works by that author. 

Reservations 

If you find that the Library+ item you want is already on loan you can reserve the 

item. This means that when it is returned it cannot be renewed and it will be kept 

for the first person to have reserved it. 

  

You cannot place a reservation on an item that is available. If you need an 

item to be sent from another College site for you, speak to Library+ staff or 

phone/email Library+. 

 

To reserve an item click the Reserve a copy button at the bottom of the title 

record (see above).  
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You will be asked to 

type in your user ID 

which is the number 

on the front of you 

library card. 

 

On the next screen choose the site that you would like to collect it from and click 

the submit button. 

Keyword Searches 

Use the Keyword search when you do not have specific details of title or author 

You can choose to search for: 

 

• An exact phrase 

(e.g. a search for 

animal nutrition will 

find titles called 

“animal nutrition” but 

not “nutrition for 

animals”). 

• All words. This looks for items containing all words you typed (e.g. a 

search will return all titles with both “animal” and “nutrition” in the record). 

• Any of the words. This is the default search and will give you the most 

hits, but they may be less specific to what you are looking for (e.g. a 

search for animal nutrition will return all titles with either word in the 

record). 

 

Choose your search method by ticking the appropriate box. 

Subject Searches 

You can use a subject search to find all titles that have been linked to the subject 

you are searching for 

 OR  
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to retrieve a list of more specific subject headings related to that subject. These 

headings will also have a list of titles connected to them.  

 

Enter your keywords in the search box and follow the on-screen instructions. 

DVDS & Recordings 

This search will find only DVDs including Television recordings. Your hitlist may 

include titles of episodes. There may be several episodes on a DVD so an 

episode title shows 0 copies. Click on the title to find the DVD the episode is on. 

 

You can see from this example that “Insect hunters” is part of “The life of 

mammals: the complete series: Episodes 1-3”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Magazine Searches 

This is a keyword search that will find only magazine titles. Click on a title to see 

the record for that magazine including details of the issues held and a link to the 

magazine’s website.   
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e-books 

There are nearly 3000 e-books in the catalogue, for the use of Aberdeen College 

students and staff. All you need to access them is your usual College username 

and password.  

 

From a normal Title/Author or a 

Keyword search you can see 

whether there are any e-books in 

your results by looking at the 

column on the right.  

 

You can also click on e-books in the home page menu to find only e-books.  

 

From the title record of the e-book click on the URL (web address). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will be asked to type in 

your user name and password 

which is the same username 

and password you use to log 

into the college PC’s. 

 

 

 

Choose Aberdeen College  
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Following a slight delay for authentication you will see the book you have 

selected in the ebrary reader like the example on the next page. 

 

Use the contents pane and the back and forward arrows to navigate.   

 

Because you have logged in as an individual you can use the InfoTools to make 

notes and annotate passages in the book and you will find these notes on your 

Bookshelf whenever you log in to any e-book. 

 

You can also copy or print pages from the book. Copying from an e-book will 

also give you a ready made reference. 

 

To find more e-books you can search ebrary or return to the Library+ catalogue. 
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View your loan history 
by clicking on the tab 

Items currently on loan 
to you 

View site library 
information 

Your Library+ Account Details 

By logging in to your account you can:  

� Check how many items you have on 

loan and when they are due back  

� Renew your loans 

� See your loan history 

� Suggest a title for the Library to buy 

� Save your searches 

To login click ‘Log in your loans’ under ‘My Account’ on the Library+ catalogue 

menu and then enter the number from the front of your Library card. 

 

You will not be able to see any personal information such as an address. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please click ‘Log Out’ on the left of your screen when you have finished 

so that other users do not see your loan details. 
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Saved Searches 

To save a search so that you can easily rerun it at anytime, first log in to your 

account and conduct your search as normal.  In your list of 

results look for the Save Search button in the top right hand 

corner, click it and follow the instruction to name your search. 

 

To run a saved search just click Saved Searches in the My Account menu.  

From here you can also delete your searches by clicking the red cross. 

Automatic Referencing 

If you have used Library+ items for a written piece of work and you need to 

reference them, the catalogue will do it for you.  

 

� First run a search 

to find the items 

you want to 

reference, and 

select them by 

using the check 

boxes to the left of 

each title. 

� Next click the ISBD 

    button in the top left         

                                                                                      hand corner. 

� This will produce a reference list that you can copy or email to yourself. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like more help please ask Library+ staff at the issue 

desk who will be happy to help you with any queries.



 

 



 

 

 


